Stiankar Mahatevan unveils hook on
infertility by debutant writer Mala Mahesh

ddressing infertility is-
A sues and the social stig-

ma attached with women
unable to carry children, Singa-
pore-based author Mala Mahesh
unveiled her latest fiction book ti-
tled Padma at an event in the city
recently For generations, the
worth of a woman's life has often
been equated to her reproductive
abilities with little or noregard to
the number of challenges faced
in the process of childbirth.
Rarelvy do we come
across stories cen-
tred around difficult
pregnancies, miscar-
riages and infertility
as these conversa-
tions seldom make
us comfortable. How-
ever, Padma takes an
intriguing approach
to the subject by of-
fering a tale of two
women across differ-

] ’f Shankar Mahada\ran and Mala Mahesh

ent times struggling with the same is-
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sues. The story pans over a period of

and Naina who lives in the
fast-paced Mumbai today.
The launch event was a
light-hearted affair attended
by media professionals as well
as friends and family of Mala
along with chief guest, musi-
cian and singer Shankar Ma-
hadevan. After unveiling the
cover; Mahadevan rendered
one of his most beautiful
songs, Maa trom Taare Za-

4 meen Pe, which was one of the

highlights of the evening.
Sharing his thoughts on the
book, he said, “While on one
hand, we worship women
goddesses and often refer to
our own country as Bharat
Maa, on the other, we hold
women responsible and cre-
ate a social stigma for some-

thing that is often beyond their contral. T
am glad the issue of infertility is being ad-

over 100 years with Padma living in a dressed through this book.”
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